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it is certain that Carson belonged both by blood and tradition
to that class or race among whom we number such great Irish-
men as Castlereagh and John Fitagibbon, who devoted them-
selves to a British cause, believing that there lay the good of
Ireland.
As to his connection with Ulster, we have suggested that it
began in a point of strategy. Himself a Southern Unionist,
Carson saw, with the eye of a groat advocate, that the strength
of the cause lay in the stubborn resistance of the North, which
he hoped to use to t; wreck the Home Rule Bill4' His policy was
not merely to save the Six Counties but the Union; he was
driven to concentrate on the minor issue by the force of events,
end won the game but lost the rubber.
For his organisation of resistance in arms, he has been called
a rebel, although his force never shed blood, nor ever opposed
itself to the law of the land, but kept the peace through troubled
times. It may be admitted, however, that he and his people
would have fought if the attempt had actually been made to
put them under the authority of an Irish Parliament, If these
pages have not shown good reason for that resolution it is vain
to attempt it now." If the Ulster people rebelled," said a journal*
ist of that time, u they rebelled as honest Kent rebelled when
Lear in his senile frenzy banished his loving daughter from his
threshold and divided his kingdom among the enemies of his
own household, * . , If Ulster erred it was in excess of devotion,
whieh we take to be no sin, but a rare virtue, . * , For it was
England that placed in Ulster this little garrison of her own
sons to support her cause and maintain her flag,"1
The Celts were great orators and some Celtic admixture in
his blood may have made Carson one of the two greatest
advocates of his day, his only equal being another Irishman-
Russell They had both the same demonic force, Carson owed
much to a personality which dominated the court, to a style
instantaneously impressive, to the deep thrilling voice with its
rich intonations, and to a courage in which he was greatly
the superior of his chief antagonist, Rufus Isaacs. But it would
be unfair to forget the powerful intellect which took a strong
fcoid upon the facts, and the careful preparation beforehand.
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